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tional Day of Prayer 
Proclamation by the 
President 

& of the — 

_ United States 


esident of the United States has proclaimed that October 1st be a National Day of Prayer in the | 
ates. To help us to pray on that day we submit three prayers. 


< 
“\ 


** ke & 


THE PRAYER OF OUR PEOPLE 

_____ Before all else, we seek, upon our common labor as a nation, the favor 
_ of Almighty God. And the hopes in our hearts fashion the deepest prayers 
of our people. 

May we pursue the right — without self-righteousness. 
_ May we know unity — without conformity. 
May we grow in strength — without pride of self. 
| May we, in our dealings with all peoples of the earth, ever speak truth 

_ and serve justice. 


Bots 7 * # & * 

_ May the light of freedom, coming to all darkened lands, flame bright- 
_ ly — until at last the darkness is no more. 

May the turbulence of our age yield to a true time of peace, when men 
and nations shall share a life that honors the dignity of each, the brother- 
hood of all. 

= DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 


. * ok * * 
‘the Father in Heaven, grant Thy mighty aid to the efforts of men to establish peace among the 
world. (Give strength of purpose to those who lead; enlighten those who sit in council; and — s 
rm the hearts of men everywhere by Thy gracious Gospel, that they may exalt peace above war, = 
‘gain, and righteousness above glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

1s ea oe, —United Lutheran Church 


; * * * * 
our God, who art the God of our fathers, we give Thee thanks for Thy guiding hand which led 

and and for Thy blessing upon their toil and sacrifice. We thank Thee for preserving and pros- 
on. And remembering Thy great mercies, enable us, by Thy grace, to set a worthy example for 
10 must assume the responsibility of leadership. 
es to behold and hearts to love people of all nations. May we have compassion for those who 
seyond the seas. Enable us to pour out our treasure for the alleviation of hunger and the wip- 


uproot and cast out pride and prejudice which separate people. Establish and strengthen 
all men as brothers. As the world has become a neighborhood so also may it become a 
May -we seek peace and pursue it. 


from all sin and iniquity and may ours be a Nation whose God is the Lord. 
the name of our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
ees i —Presbyterian Church in the United States 


* 


News and 


mocootnseanies 


Pro Deo et 

Castro Valley, Calif. 

Robert McCullough, the first boy 
from Faith Lutheran Church of Castro 
Valley, Calif., to receive the Pro Deo 
et Patria award, was presented with 
the award and citation on August 17. 
As his special project he made the 
signs of redwood lettering for the 
church offices. 


PACIFIC DISTRICT CONVENTION 

The Fifty-fourth Annual Convention 
of the Pacific District of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church will con- 
vene October 16 to 19 at Easton, Cal- 
ifornia, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
host congregation, and Pastor O. V. 
Magnussen, host Pastor. The Congre- 
gations of the District are urged to 
send a full complement of delegates 
to the convention, and members and 
friends are invited to attend all serv- 
ices and sessions. Congregations may 
have one delegate for every fifty con- 
firmed members. Registration of dele- 
gates should be sent to the Office of 
the President, Pastor Chr. Justesen, 
187 N Broadway, Fresno 1, California. 
Please try to have the names of all 
delegates in the hands of the Presi- 


._ dent before October 14. The Conven- 


tion theme is “The God We Know.” 
Pastor Chr. Justesen, President 
Pastor H. M. Peterson, Secretary 


Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church of 
Easton cordially extends its invitation 
to the Pacific Lutheran District of 
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Notes 


the UELC to hold its convention Oct. 
16-19, 1958. Registrations should be 
sent % Registration Committee, 5955 
South Elm Ave., Fresno 6, Calif. by 
October 9. Forms will be in the hands 
of the congregation approximately 
Oct. 1. 

George Pilegard, Cong. Pres. 

O. V. Magnussen, Pastor 

William Hanson, Conv. Chmn. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT W.M.S. 

The annual meeting of the Minne- 
sota District W.M.S. will be held in 
conjunction with the Minnesota Dis- 
trict convention to be held at Imman- 
uel Church, Minneapolis. The business 
meeting of the W.M.S. will be held 
Oct. 8, 1958 at 2 p.m. All member 
societies are urged to send delegates 
in the ratio of one delegate for each 
25 members or fraction thereof. 

Mrs. John Larsen, president 

Mrs. Arnold Jorgenson, secretary 


Rev. F. C. M. Hansen Honored 

Golgotha Lutheran Church, Chicago, 
Ill., honored Pastor and Mrs. F. C. M. 
Hansen at a farewell reception August 
3rd by more than 300 members. Pas- 
tor and Mrs. Hansen were presented 
with a picture of the new church and 
a generous gift of money. 

Pastor Hansen retires after 44 years 
of fruitful ministry. The last 15 years 
he has served the Golgotha Lutheran 
Church. 

Other pastorates served during those 
44 years were at Davenport, Iowa and 
Moline, 111; Audubon, Iowa; Milwaukee, 
Wis.; Council. Bluffs, Iowa. 

Pastor Hansen has been active in 
literary work. He has _ translated 
books, and he served as editor of 
Our Lutheran Youth a number of 
years. He has been a member of the 
Synodical Board of Charities. He was 
district president of both Iowa and 
Illinois Districts for some time. He 
was president of the Synodical Luther 
League six years. He was a member 
of the synodical hymnal committee, 
and he has served 10 years as a mem- 
ber of the New Hymnal Commission. 
At present he is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Lutheran 
Publishing House. He has held that 
office 21 years. 

Pastor and Mrs. Hansen have moved 
to Blair, Nebraska, which is Mrs. Han- 
sen’s home town. 
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Much of our news is received f 
ligious News Service, and thet Nera 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


September 


Reedley, Calif. We have j 
informed that two long time mer 
of the church at Reedley, Mrs. 
Justesen and Mr. James Hansen: 
passed away. £ 

Wanted. If any one has copi 
the Sunday School book, “God 
mands Me.” by S. S. Kaldahl, ] 
contact Pastor Ejvind H. Nil 
Westby, Mont. & 


Owatonna, Minn. Our Savior’ 
theran Church, Leo. H. Anderse 
tor. At a special congregational 
ing in April it was voted to er 
and renovate the church. The 
tion will be 25x40. : 

The new addition will considd 
enlarge the seating capacity ii 
nave and allow for a choir loft. ‘ 
will also be seven individual 58 
School rooms and a pastor 
There will be new furniture ib 
nave and chancel and choir loft. 

Work on the addition has 
under way for some time and 
are to have it finished the first 
of November. The total cost is 
rently estimated to about $25,00 


The John S. Gebuhrs of (¢ 
Bluffs, Iowa, are celebrating 
golden wedding this Octobe 
festivities will be in Our S: 
Lutheran Church which was 
church in which they were I 
fifty years ago, allbeit a new 1 
ing in a new location has ‘ 
the original structure on 9th £ 
and Avenue A. 

A general reception will be? 
in the church Sunday afternoon 
tober 12, at 4:00 o’clock for oT 
friends from far and near; ¢ 
family observance will highlight 
actual anniversary date, Octo be 
also in the church parlors, Theiri 
and daughters will host both cek 
tions. They are John V. Gebuhr 
Moines, Iowa; Carl L. Gebuhr, ¥ 
ington, D. C.; Helena M. (Mrs. K 
Ludvigsen, Denver, Colorado; ni 
len (Mrs. Charles) Osburn, Big Ri 
Michigan. f 

The Gebuhrs reared their chin 
in the church and Mr. Geb ihn 
been especially consecrated to et 
day school work, having tau ni 
more than 40 years, and being a 
ber of the Iowa Sunday Schoo 
mittee which started the Okoboji 
School. He is also known for his: 
with the Lutheran Publishing I 
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JOHN M. JENSEN, Bait! 
821 Bast 8th Street 
Spencer, Iowa — 


3 disc ssed in the public press at present. Re- 
. po boards at Indianola, Iowa, took cer- 


j eee a senior girl a 16 was married 
Parents are worried that her example 
other students to do the same. 


t this problem should be dealt with both by 
youth leaders, but especially by parents. 


years ago this was not a problem. At that 
lent married before he had finished college. 
of fact, graduate students, such as students 


did not marry before they were ready 


been changed so that no doubt the majority 
lents marry before they have finished their 
x other professional studies. The new “Blair 


mes to High School students getting mar- 
k things are getting out of hand. 


uples were married in 1957. 388 brides 
to 16 years old. 735 were 17. 1,380 were 
19. 458 of the grooms were between 15 


as were married before they were 23. Half 
ere married before they were 21. 


rears ago the idea was that a man should 
e he was able to support himself and 
fact that many women work makes it 
married now. But we are certain that a 
of those that get married so early may 
r. They do not have the chance they should 


k at the divorce problem in Nebraska 
Ber up es were divorced. We venture 


ROME IN SOUTH AMERICA 


The Christian Century has a recent item about the © 


Roman Catholic Church in Peru, which indicates that 
all is not well there. The article says that 


South America’s latent anticlericalism burst forth re- i 


cently upon the announcement of the second marriage 
of the Peruvian president, Manuel Prado. 


After more _ 
than five decades of marriage, with children and grown — 


grandchildren, Dr. Prado was granted an annulment by _ = 


Pope Pius XII. Immediately he married his mistress 


of many years in a civil ceremony performed by the 


mayor of Lima. This was followed by a religious cere- = ae 


mony in the chapel of the papal nuncio’s residence, at _ 
which the highest-ranking Roman Catholic prelate in 


the country officiated. The pope sent his special bless- oe : 


ing on the new marriage. 


Hundreds of people attending mass in the cathedral me 


walked out when announcement of the marriage was __ 


made from the pulpit. In an attempt to counteract the & “a 
bad feeling toward the pope in particular and the Rom- 
an church in general the local hierarchy then called a 
special prayer service in the Church of St. Rose of 


Lima. 


A Lutheran Pastor Urges Billy Graham 
to Go to Little Rock 


Pastor Robert M. Herhold recently stated in a Min- 2 


neapolis newspaper that what happens in the next few ae 
weeks in Little Rock will be felt in the remotest mission 


post in South America. 


“Billy Graham is the one man in America today who ee 


can pour oil on the troubled waters of Little Rock. As 
a Southerner, he will have their ears; as a preacher of 
the Gospel he can reach their hearts. 


_ “Even though he might not be able to change the ex- 
tremists, he can reach many good people who support 
violence by their silence. 


“This is truly the ‘Hour of Decision.’ I pray he will 
go to Little Rock and witness to the world that the 
Gospel of ‘Christ is concerned not only with private 
morality, but with the most critical social question of 
our-day. 


Mr. Herhold is pastor of St. John’s (ULCA) Lutheran 


~ church in suburban Mound. Before coming there early 


this year, he was pastor of a Chicago church which be- 
came integrated with Negro, Oriental, Puerto Rican 
and white members during his pastorate. 


rer. eee 
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ESKIMOS GIVE DRIED FISH 
FOR HONG KONG REFUGEES 
Zs Teller, Alaska—The widow gave her 
mite, and the Eskimos are giving their 
| dried fish. : 
{ Hardly more than a generation re- 
moved from the stone age, inhabitants 
of the northwest coast of America’s 
49th state eke out a meager living 
by fishing, picking berries, hunting 
and trapping for furs. 
-_ But when they heard of the desper- 
ate plight of the Chinese refugee 
masses in Hong Kong, they felt moved 
to do something for them. As a result, 
they sent a parcel of fish—part of 
what they caught and dried this sum- 
an mer while living in tents along the 
coast and rivers. 
, rn - Summer is very short here, and in 
i September before thick ice covers the 
streams and shore waters the Eskimos 
-_will return inland to their villages to 
pass the long cold winter. So the 


last them to next spring—the part, 
that is, which they are not sending 
to Hong Kong. : 

- The Eskimos are members of Lu- 
- theran mission congregations here and 
in several other Seward Peninsula 
towns including Shishmaref on the 
' Arctic Ocean, 75 miles above the Ber- 
___ ing Strait. Their contribution for Hong 
Kong refugee relief is part of a Lu- 
_ theran World Federation service pro- 
gram under which millions of pounds 
of goods are distributed annually to 
- needy people in many countries. The 
figure for last year was 121 million. 
‘Noting that this year 70 million 
_ pounds have already been shipped to 
widely scattered areas of poverty and 
malnutrition, Donald EE. Anderson, 
_ LWF secretary for material relief, 
commented in Geneva: “Even though 
_ these figures are impressive, no inci- 
dent has been quite as moving as 
the offer of dried fish from Eskimos 
_ in Alaska to refugees in Hong Kong.” 


_ DANISH BAPTISTS IN U. S. A. 
_ VOTE TO DISBAND 


The Danish General Baptist Con- 
_ ference of America voted to disband 
* at its annual meeting in Clarks Grove, 
ay Minn. 
_  +Many of the 83 churches founded by 
the Danish Baptists in the United 
_ States were already members of the 
_.. American Baptist Convention. Dr. 
Haakon Knudsen of New York, sec- 
retary of field activities for the ABC, 
in an addres welcomed all of the 
__ _Temaining Danish conference churches 
into the American convention. 
| At the time the decision to disband 
‘was made, the conference had 15 


fish they have caught will have to, 


Church News from here and there 
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congregations totaling 2,250 members. 
There are seven member churches 
in Iowa, three in Minnesota, three 
in South Dakota, one in Montana and 
one in Chicago. The largest and old- 
est, with 603 present members, is 
located here. The smallest, with 54 
members, is in Chicago. 

The member congregations will join 
other conferences of their own choos- 
ing, said the Rev. I. Fredmund of 
Albert Lea, Danish conference sec- 
retary. 

Gift certificates representing the 
assets of the Danish conference were 
presented by the Rev. Neil C. Berg 
of Clarks Grove, conference president, 
and the Rev. I. Fredmund to the Bap- 
tist Union of Denmark and to the 
American Baptist Convention. 

Organized as a conference in 1910, 
Danish Baptist churches in America 
actually began cooperative work in 
1856 to evangelize Danish immigrants. 
In recent years it has been rare for 
services in the churches to be conduct- 
ed in Danish. 


MARRIED COUPLES FOUND 


INCREASINGLY CONCERNED 


WITH RELIGION 

A 20-year study of changes in mar- 
ried couples showed a shift toward 
more favorable attitudes concerning 


The Wrestler 


A “FRESH” COW 


The ability to give depends on a 
pattern of thinking and life. What a 
person gives to his church is governed 
more by willingness to give than a- 
bility. The willingness to give larger 
sums of money for the church is con- 
trolled more by habit than by large 
incomes or estates. 


The richest people in the community 
or the church are not always the 
ones who make the largest gifts. They 
seldom are. Some of them will make 
dramatic “donations” occasionally, but 
the regular weekly gifts to the church 
are not made in the larger amounts 
by the financially “well-to-do.” Dur- 
ing the days of the so-called depres- 
sion a devoted member of a congrega- 
tion regularly gave a dollar bill when- 
ever the offering plate was “passed.” 
Other members of the congregation 
were awed by this. “How could he do 
it?” They knew that he was not mak- 
Ing more money than they. He had 
made this a part of his life. It was 
a pattern he had developed. He was 
able to give that amount because he 
was willing to do it, and he was will- 
ing to do it (gladly) because this 
kind of giving was a habit he had 
developed. ; Cer: 


, « 
religion, a University of Mi 
psychologist reported in Washi 
D.C. oh 

Prof. E. Lowell Kelly, chairm 


cal Services, presented hi 
to the American Psycholog 
ciation, of which he is a fo: 
dent. a 
He said that studies by ot 
shown that the shift towa 
religious values was not a f In 
aging, but reflected a real sh 
tural values during the las 
cades. f 

The couples studied showed 
nificant shift in their atti 
certain factors were “more e 
for an ideal marriage, Prof, 
said. 

These factors included: 
band and wife should be of 
religious faith, and _ that 
should be given religious in 

Couples in the study were fi 
ed between 1935 and 1938 
tested again in 1953 and 1 
ticipating were 116 men an 
who were married shortly 
first test and remained married 
ing the following 20 years. 


REPORTS 30 PER CENT DI 
IN U. S. DRINKERS 


Despite mounting alcoholist 
arrests for drunkeness, the nui 
drinkers in the U. S. has 

(Continued on page 


By S. T. Eward _ 


al 
WENT “DRY” m: 


There are folks who spe 
others would be unbelie 
of money for Saturday _ 
ings.” They are able to dk 
they have adopted this as 
of life. Likewise the patt 
ing is developed throu ho 
and right thinking. 
_ A young pastor fresh J 1 
inary came to a rural parish 


each 
needs. 
The cow from la 
much as it was ab 
This principle is eq 
church-giving, = 


in the last 10 years, the 
re committee of the National 
S Christian Temperance Union 
din Washington, D. C. 

Roy Jarrett of Richmond, 
TU recording secretary, and 
it of the Virginia WCTU, said 
nds indicate a “growing re- 
against alcoholic beverages 
y lead to a new era in tem- 


, dependable polls,” she said, 
fe that non-drinkers now total 
45 per cent of adults, as com- 
‘with 33 per cent ten years ago.” 
addition, she said, consumption 
er was down 2,000,000 barreis 
| liquor 1,000,000 gallons last 


ay expect drinkers to become 
ity in the next decade,” she 


she added, the number 
es has grown to over 5,000,- 
Iding 1,000,000 women, and 
or drunkneness, not including 
driving, total more than 
annually. 


FAILURE OF COMMUNIST 
LIGIOUS DRIVE 


ader of Communist youth or- 
ations in Prague complained of 
inefficiency” of the anti-religious 
ong youths of the country. 


ilan Razus said there were 
shortcomings in the ideologi- 
uence of Communist youth 
He said the atheistic drive 
“particularly inefficient” a- 
iversity students “who con- 
be swayed by religious prej- 


zus called for “an intensified 
al Marxist anti-religious cam- 
» capture Czech youths for 
ism.” 


TAL HAS 1,155 CHURCHES 
ation’s capital has 1,155 


area according to figures re- 
aere by the Council of Church- 
e National Capital Area. 
» total number, 1,014 churches 
rotestant, 102 Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox, with synagogues 
ie 32. | 
1 membership figures showed 
Protestants, 254,000 Catholics, 
ews, and 631,793 unchurched. 
. Vladimir E. Hartman, di- 


“a church planning, esti- 
- more than $50 million has 
t on new church construc- 


STRIFE 
r U. S. industrial chaplain 


g report broadcast by Prague. 
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Protestant church dozes like a slum- 
bering giant” in its ineptness in deal- 
ing with labor strife. 

The Rev. Emerson Smith, of the 
Methodist Board of Social and Eco- 
nomic Relations, Chicago, told 150 
delegates to the 11th annual evangel- 
ism conference of the United Church 
of Canada that ministers must show 


-those involved in labor disputes that 


clergymen are concerned for human 
welfare. 

“We must find alternatives to strikes 
and lockouts,” he said. “Nobody gains 
by work stoppages. The clergy must 
take on the role of face-savers.” 

He added that human health and 
personalities are ruined by strikes.” 
The mediator of more than 100 labor 
disputes, Mr. Smith said he never 
entered strike negotiations “unless I’m 
wanted.” 

In labor strife, he said, “the main 
trouble with ministers wanting to help 


is that they don’t know how to make 


contacts.” 

Mr. Smith advocated the designation 
of a Sunday later in the year as 
Labor Sunday in the churches as 
“services preceding Labor Day are 
the most poorly attended of any in 
the year.” 


PHYSICIANS GIVE UP PRACTICE 
TO BECOME MISSIONARIES 
Minneapolis, Minn—Two Minnesota 
physicians have given up their prac- 
tices in the state to become medical 
missionaries to Tanganyika, East Af- 
rica. 

Dr. Dennis Lofstrom, who has prac- 
ticed at Pine River, Minn., was com- 
missioned at First Lutheran church, 
St. Peter, Minn. 

Dr. Joseph Norquist, who practiced 
at Thief River Falls, Minn., was com- 
missioned at Gustavus Adolphus Lu- 
theran church, St. Paul. 

Both doctors will spend some time 
in England en route to Africa for ad- 
ditional training in the diagnosis and 
treatment of tropical disease. 

They will serve under auspices of 
the board of world missions, Augu- 
stana Lutheran Church. Both have 
families who will accompany them. 


1,025 CONGREGATIONS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN 
ELC STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 

A record 1,025 congregations will 
take part this fall in the “Every Mem- 
ber Visit” (EMV) program developed 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(ELC). 

The EMV is a stewardship technique 
which enlists laymen to make calls 
on fellow members to receive pledges 
of time, talent and financial support 
for the coming year. 

This year on Nov. 9, which has been 
designated “Stewardship Sunday,” 
more than 125,000 laymen in teams 


5 


of two are expected to 
visitors. 

As a result of EMV programs con- 
ducted last year, 855 congregations in- 
creased their members’ combined 
pledged support for 1958 by more 
than $1,500,000. 

ELC stewardship counselors credit 
the rapid growth of the EMV program 
to the training and enlistment of lay- 
men to take responsibility for finan- 
cial support of their local congrega- 
tions, “giving them a definite job to 
do at a definite time.” 4 


serve as 


EMV is successful, they believe, “be- 


cause it offers a man a challenge— 
he knows his church is depending on 
him.” ELC stewardship leaders also 
point out that EMV often enlists lay- 
men who “never before have been 
asked” to perform a specific job for 
their church.” 


Concurrent fall training sessions will . 


bring together laymen and pastors 
from congregations for “sector meet- 
ings,” where they will receive inspira- 
tion and instruction in using EMV 
techniques. 


“McCALL’S” ARTICLE TELLS 
OF INTEGRATION PROGRESS 


. . . . i 
Pressure from within is doing more 


to end segregation in the South than 
most people realize, an article in the 
September issue of McCall’s maga- 
zine declares. The explanation, ac- 
cording to reporter William Peters: 
increasing concern and courage on the 


part of clergymen and white church ae 


women. 

Mr. Peters 
ground for his article, “The Story No- 
body Tells You.” He found that al- 


though most of the news coming out — 


of the South tells of prejudice and 
violence, many southerners are work- 
ing for just and peaceful integration. 
“A mob is news,” says Mr. Peters. 
“A peaceful majority is not.” 
Among the southern clergymen cited 
for their integration efforts are Pas- 


tor Robert S. Graetz of the American 


traveled 9,000 miles B ‘ 
through the South to obtain back- ~— 


Lutheran Church and Bishop Ran- — 
dolph R. Claiborne of the Protestant 


Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta. Until 
this month, when he took charge of — 
an interracial parish in Columbus, 
Ohio, 
Church in Montgomery, Ala. 


Reporter Peters also cites the ef- | 


forts of two southern journalists whose 
humorous tactics have helped to win 
southerners over to the integrationist 
camp. They are Harry L. Golden, 
publisher of the Carolina Israelite, 


and P. D. East, editor of the Petal 


(Miss.) Paper. 

The McCall’s article reports that, 
when a white citizens council was to 
be formed in his county, East pub- 
lished a full-page ad headed: “Yes, 
YOU too, can be SUPERIOR—Join 

(Continued no page 15) 


Pastor Graetz served Trinity ‘a 


; 
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This is a question we ought to 
‘handle with tongs. For parents may be- 
‘come unreasonable by our suggestions 
and their teen- aged youngsters could 
dismiss THE OBSERVER by saying it 
is old-fashioned, or the writer must 
ae an old man in his senile thirties 


; After such an apologetic beginning 
e go on to say: “If it’s nineteen- 
ar-olds, going steady is a fine thing. 
‘all in love, save your money and get 
arried. But if it’s thirteen-year-olds 
t’s a ridiculous custom, and parents 
tead of giggling that it’s cute should 
courage it.” 


: American Influence 
There may be parts of Canada where 


ighth grade yet; if so, sing a Doxol- 
y. In those areas influenced greatly 
the U. S. A. it is estimated that 
to fifty per cent of the crinoline 
. white bucks crowd are on the 
a steady trail, and even some of the 
z iny-tail tykes in public school are 


Bs igh | peclibol: but the broad outline is 
et the same. Little boys and little girls 
settle down to exclusive dating, long 
lephone conversations early in the 
rning and ten minutes after they 
ave said good-bye, doing homework, 
Pas, — going to church—everything together 
rip ~and not time for anyone else. 

- School dances don’t have the stag 
es and rows of wallflowers any 
; the Paul Jones and other “mix- 
have gone, and the youngsters 
e exclusively with each other, 
- arms draped listlessly around 
ach other’s necks as they shuffle a 
vb ored expression through the evening. 
_ (Or so we have been told. We have 
ap been spared the sight.) The normal 
youngsters who don’t want to settle 
_ down to such an exclusive relationship 
_ stay home. Cutting in, or making 
dates for just one occasion is bad 
Jee ‘orm. 

>: This may all seem very funny, but 
it has become so serious that the Cath- 
lic Church has considered legislating 
_ against it. The reason for this at- 
titude, we understand, is what the 
riests hear in the confessional. 


The respect of the priest for the 


ne fad hasn’t reached down to the | 


An Editorial in 
United Church Observer, Canada 


well known. You don’t expect to hear 
sermons illustrated or books written 
on the subject. But they do form 
judgments. One Catholic writer in 
Information said recently: “The 


Church knows that it is impossible ~ 


(not improbable) for a boy and girl 
to be together in intimate and ex- 
clusive companionship for any length 
of time without sin. She has seen the 
tragic pattern shaping up Saturday 
night after Saturady night in parish 
churches across the country; the boys 
and girls start making bad confessions, 
then no confessions, followed by no 
sacrament, no mass and finally no 
faith.” 


The Catholics deserve marks for 
watching this and expressing concern. 
We wonder, too, if they are not per- 
turbed by the fact that going steady 
leads. to early marriage, and early 
marriage is now quite obviously be- 
ing planned by young couples who 
intend that both husband and wife 
work for a few years until they get 
themselves financially established. 
This means postponing children “plan- 
ned parenthood”—something Catholic 
hierarchy fiercely opposes. 


Protestants don’t share Catholic 
fears on this ground. 


And we doubt, too, that the moral 
hazard of starting so young and go- 
ing so steady is the worst phase of 
the fad, although there are danger 


signals out. For example: the United 


Church has six institutions quietly 
caring each year for three to four 


hundred girls and young women who 


are in trouble. Most of them are il- 
legitimately pregnant; most of their 
babies are placed for adoption. 


Many of these mothers-to-be are but 
children from 13 to 15 years of age. 
The average age of admission has gone 
down to 17. 


“Nice” Girls from Good Homes 

Last year’s admissions included 153 
students, 61 office girls, 26 nurses and 
nurses’ aids, 5 factory workers, 6 do- 


for the few need 


mestics. Most of the girls were United — 


Church, although there were a good 
many Anglicans. 

This 
workers and domestics don’t have 
problems too, but conditions of refer- 
ral (many go to the minister for help 
and he directs them to a United 


doesn’t mean that factory- 


Church institution) seem to ee for 


homes, with fair educati 
of the larger denomination 
significant trend in recent 
been down into the teen 
girl ranks. 
- One experienced supe 
lieves that “impulsivenes: 
bellion” and immaturi 
more than other factor 
the emphasis on “nee 
affection” has been ov 
high proportion of the g 
friends, but many beco 
with older married men. 


We doubt that we sh¢ 
definite conclusion from 
ed survey that “going st 
ities FF is pepe 


jority of ate coming tc 
for help are teen-agers | 
homes, still going to schoo 
_ ing in an office. 


Over against this w 
the theory of at Teabtiade 
porter of the custom 
Charles Woolsley Cole 
College is reported to h 
“these fiercely mo. 
make for very ha) 


There is. evidence 
romance contributes t 
cence and happy 
youngsters avoid th 
of their parents 
gotten over—fli 
flirtation to an 


However,’ what i 


ae te High : 


é - parents: “in* their “ 
a figs to oes _ 


a A TARGET TOO 


astor Thorvald ‘Hansen 


y - felt that if we dispense 
peo uOn, follow the 


ean Srge nation: the 
& ie Church” within our 
roup will together with 


irches have come by the 
and privileges of the Chris- 
rk with altogether too little 
a interest on their own part. 
we have taken delight in 
he “women go by” in their 
id progressive interest in 
fe have also relied on work 
oups outside of our con- 
to earry the ball and up- 
anner of Lutheran enterprise 
n nen. How can we expect true 
interest to develop in the 
. who are the future of our 


responsibilities of leading 


lo 28 a worthwhile program 


f the Re sy. ae men.” 
llenge we will find many 
iching the spiritual life 
ual and opening the way 
stian witness. Knowing 
: the men of the church 


» responsibilities aie. be 


‘ ‘ 


is included within the 
which the men of our 
e pledged their coopera- 
upport of Christian High- 


rmation and award pro- 
een sponsored as well as 
samp chaplaincy supply. 


been prepared and are 


unless we, the men today, re-- 
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vat Work 


very beneficial and will be available 


to all men’s groups who desire to use 
at 


All these responsibilities have been 


_ included in the total budget of $1200 
which the men of each congregation 


will be asked to share. 


AN 8.0.8. TO LAYMEN OF 
THE CHURCH 


By Harry H. Nelson, 
President, UELC Church Men 


At our Annual Church Men’s meet- 
ing at Blair in June, a modest budget 
of $1200.00 was voted. This sum is 
badly needed for items such as, Lu- 
theran Scouting Program, Lutheran 
Churchmen Of America, Men For The 


‘Ministry Program, Officers Traveling 


Expenses, Indebtedness from last year 
and cost of Program aids for Church- 
men’s meetings. We are also asked 
to share a small portion of the ex- 
penses incurred by the Joint Merger 
Programs presently carried on. 


The treasurer’s report regretfully 
indicated only seven or eight Local 
Men’s organizations had sent in their 
annual dues.) NOW WHO IS AT 
FAULT? Your Synodical Churchmen’s 
officers certainly recognize the valu- 
able and large Missionary programs be- 


_ing carried on by separate Men’s 


groups, and they are to be highly 
praised for their efforts. However, 
HOW ARE WE EXPECTED TO 
CARRY ON AS A SYNODICAL OR- 
GANIZATION UNLESS WE RE- 
CEIVE FUNDS? 


Therefore, please honor the dues 
reminders, now being prepared for 
mailing, and remit at your very 
earliest convenience. These will call 
for a minimum contribution of $20.00 
from each congregation, EVEN 
THOUGH THEY DO NOT HAVE A 
MEN’S ORGANIZATION. In _ those 
congregations who have a Men’s or- 
ganization of more than twenty mem- 
bers, we kindly request $1.00 per 
member. ; 


It is imperative that we have these 
dues in order that we may not be 
financially embarrassed when called 
upon for our obligations, and small 
share of Joint Merger Programs. 
Please send dues to our treasurer, 
Ernest E. Petersen, 2012 Carmel Ave., 
Racine, Wis. 


A special page about the Church 
Men of the U.E.L.C. We shall have 


such a page at certain intervals. 


TELL US ABOUT IT 

Have you a successful Men’s Or- © 
ganization in your congregation? We — 
earnestly invite articles that may ap- — 
pear in The Ansgar Lutheran relative __ 
to your projects. How often do you ~— 
meet? Do you have a scheduled pro- — 
gram for each meeting? Regular dues © 
or free will offerings? Do you avail 
yourselves of the JOINT ‘TOPICS 
booklets, available through our Secre- | 
tary, Mr. Herbert Swenson, Luck, © 
Wisconsin. How about Albert Lea, © 
Minn.? Let us hear about your fine z 
Mission project. 


REFLECTIONS OF A LAYMAN 
“To him therefore that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to =a 
him it is sin.” James 4:17. Si a 


As I write these few lines a sense = 
of guilt comes over me, for I amas 
guilty in the first degree. Is not this Ee 
a form of sin many of us fail to recog- ea 
nize? Infallible Scripture nevertheless 
points out, that the sins of omission 
are real. No, this is not a sin charge- 
able to the drunkard, the unchurched 4 
in their ignorance, and those guilty of 
the more gross sins, This is a form 
of sin definitely applicable to th 
smug church-member, steady in a 
tendance, yes, he may even tith 
There are many other duties that 
should be normal in a Christian’s life, — 
and certainly considered as part of — 
his reasonable service. ae 


“And to whomsoever much is giv- 
en, of him shall much be required. 
and to whom they commit much, 
him will they ask the more.” Luke 
12:48. ay 


In the light of the above words ‘of — 
Scripture, are we not to consider this 
as a challenge? that we might do 8 
above and beyond our reasonable serv-- 
ice? Let us resolve to take heed as 
well to the sins of omission. A kind ay 
word not spoken; a despondent a 
sick friend not called on. A Christian — x 
duty poorly performed or not at all; 
miss-spent personal funds for ques- — 
tionable pleasure, and a host of others. 
Lord, be merciful to me a sinner. q 


Harry Nelson a 
Pres. U.E.L.C. Churchmen 


The Pastor’s Problems 


In- writing to the churches of 
Galatia, Paul gave vent to his 
concern for them when he wrote: 

of “I am perplexed about you.” 
. To the elders of the church of 
Pernice Ephesus he said that he had not 
a! ceased to admonish them every 
a night and day with tears. Two times in that talk to the 
elders, he mentions his tears over the church in Ephesus. 
Read Acts 20:17-38. A chapter could be written about 
- Paul’s tears! A book about pastors’ tears over their flocks 
would make a big book. 

Every conscientious pastor is under strain, due to his 
as concern for his flock, from the time he awakes in the morn- 
a ing until he falls asleep in the evening. At times he is 
‘ge "under terrific strain when some acute problems arise in 
his church. For this reason every pastor should have 
i vacation, yea, he should have two vacations a year to 
give rest and relaxation to his mind. 

Very few lay people fully understand the pastor’s prob- 
— lems. Fortunately, in most congregations there are devout 
- souls who understand the pastor’s concern for the spiritual 
’ _ welfare of his flock. God bless such co-workers in the 
- Lord’s Vineyard! 

In the final analysis, every problem that confronts a 
astor has spiritual implications. Of course, a pastor takes 
keen interest in the people’s vocations, especially the 


nan : A Voice 


Atlantic W.M.S. 


By Mrs. D. D. Thogerson 


The Atlantic District W.M.S. met in St. Ansgar’s Lu- 
theran Church, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, on August 29, 
1958 for its annual meeting. A preliminary session was 
held in the morning, at which time Mrs. Elmer Anderson, 
_ Westbrook, Maine led in devotions. Registration showed 
26 voting members present, together with quite a number 
Ey of guests. Committees were appointed, and the W.M.S. 
_ program literature was presented to the group. The “Women 
f the Church” plan was explained and discussed. The 
: regular business session was held in the afternoon, with 
_ the ‘president, Mrs. Fred V. Jensen, New Denmark, New 
runswick, Canada, calling the meeting to order. After 
inging “Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling,” Mrs. Hans Jer- 
_ sild, Brooklyn, N. Y. read from Romans 10:1-17, and led 
the group in prayer. 


A welcome was extended from the local ladies by Mrs. 

_ Kirstine Christensen. The various reports were read. The 
__ treasurer’s report showed that our project goal of $600 was 
_ surpassed, and there is a balance of $105.17 at present. The 
_ statistical secretary reported a membership of 18 societies 
ay with a total of 467 members. 


: Following a discussion which showed the missionary zeal 
of the group, it was decided to have as our project for this 


7s 
young people’s problem of eaeadne a BEA ‘Y. 
ple should consult their pastor about this problen 
To keep all the organizations of a church f 
harmoniously and effectively for the good of the c 
gation, requires much time and talent on the part 
pastor. This does not mean that a pastor should ; 
every meeting of these organizations, but he sho 
his thumb on the pulse of every organization to dir 
activities into the right channels. This is no mean 
for the pastor. He should give much thought to t 
of leadership. He should learn to lead people, no 
them. It will put a pastor’s genius of leadership ~ 
when trouble makers appear on the scene. I sup 
pastor has been confronted with problems of past 
mentors. The sad part is that trouble makers in the « 
generally have infallibility complexes; they are 
that they are right, and that all others, ine 
tor, are wrong. 
The pastor’s major problem is to lead people ta ( 
A true shepherd of the flock will make the words + 
Negro spiritual his sighs: “Do ye hear de lambs c 
Lord, dem are my sheep.” “Feed my lambs, feed my 
is the Divine injunction to every pastor. This is th 
of his call. How is this to be done? Preach the | 
season and out of season; teach the Word in seaso 
out of season; counsel with them at every opporti y) 
salvation of precious souls is at stake. The burd & 
will lie heavily upon every conscientious (pee 
takes his call seriously, the burden of his call 
him into the bosom of God Who cares. 
Next time I shall write about the pastor’s — joys. 


Atlantic District’s first missionaries, Pastor and | 
Mathiasen, who are now in Brazil. From the even 
ing of $100.10, Pastor Mathiasen was remembt v 
love gift, and the remainder was divided equally e 
the Japan and Sudan Missions. x 


Mrs. V. W. Bondo, Toronto, was elected Vice-P 
Mrs. Peter Hansen, Laurens, N. Y., recordi g 
and Mrs. Waldo Smith, Westbrook, Maine, statist 
tary. Mrs. Elmer Anderson reported on the : 
vention. It was decided to send our District Pr 
Jensen to the meeting of the representatives of 
bodies in Minneapolis in February. ; 


The evening service was also in charge > of 
Mrs. Vilhelm Beck, Montreal, led in devotio 
“He Shall Feed His Flock” was beautifuly 1 
Elsie White of the local congregation. The 
evening was given by Rev. Peter Mathiase 
his text Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15, and Acts 
ed that we should “Remember” and “Pray,” 
the foundation which has been laid for our - 
The offering was received, and the benedict 
by Pastor Clarence Paulsen; ' 


sregMion and seated thiere tet ousted 
His work may progress sh: home 


e committee charged with the responsibility of merging 
LC, the ELC, and the UELC is known as the Joint 


Committee. It should have its work completed with- 
next two years.-It has then been in existence 10 


Jnited Church in Canada, which was formed out 
Congregational, the Methodist and the Presbyteria: 
| in Canada was organized in 1925. It also had a 
nion Committee which worked 23 years. 


aion in Canada was a slow process. It started in 
ere are some interesting facts and dates.. 


Four sections of Presbyterianism united to form 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


_ Four branches of Methodists united to form The 
_ Methodist Church. 


Sere riotis Gontbecational Churches organized The 
2 _ Congregational Union of Canada. 


Ss perio Synod of the Church of England invited the 
_ Methodist and the Presbyterian Churches to confer 
4% on Church Union. 


E E Montreal Conference of the Methodist Church ap- 
4 _ pointed a Committee in similar terms. 


4 Presbyterian General Assembly appointed a Com- 
_ mittee to confer with other Churches on the general 
_ subject of Church Union. 


Zi The Methodist General Conference proposed a plan 
_ of federation of local congregations. 


_ Presbyterian General Assembly on request of its 

_ Board of Home Missions appointed a Committee 

: to confer with other evangelical Churches to pre- 

vent overlapping. The Methodist Church asked 

its Board of Missions to appoint a similar Commit- 
tee. 


© these Committees met and drew up plans for com- 
Be piete co-operation. 


Each of the three Churches appointed representa- 
- tives to Joint Union Committee. 


‘First meeting of Joint Union Committee. 


a Joint Union Committee agreed on basis of union. 


) The basis was approved in general by the Supreme 
\ Courts of the three Churches and referred to the 
\ lower courts and to the membership. 


Basis revised and the name “The United Church 
_ of Canada” was approved. 

A Presbyterian General Assembly resolved in favour 
Union, but decided to defer geton until after 


Ce war. 


“Representatives of the General Council of Local 
5 Churches joined the Joint Union Committee. 


- Bee i Hierian Assembly agreed to such steps as may 
_be deemed best to consummate Union. 

The ‘United Church of Canada Act passed by the 
_ Dominion Parliament. 

June 10th _the union of the three Churches was 
prety. consummated. 


THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Dr. Joseph T. Langland judging SOWER copy on the 
coast of Italy. 


An old friend has been chosen as main speaker for E 


In 1955, Dr. Langland received the coveted Amy — 


Development Notes 
Nowhere are memorial gifts more fitting than 
to Dana. They become a part of the teaching and 
training program, acting as silent testimonials to 
the value of those memorialized. 


Forward In Faith 
October 24-25-26 


Dana’s “biggest and best” Homecoming in its history, 
Dr. Joseph T, Langland, former Dana professor, is now 
professor of English at the University of Wyoming. He — 
will speak to alumni, students, parents and friends at 
the 8:30 p.m. program October 24. 
While teaching at Dana in 1942, Dr. Langland origin- 
ated the college literary publication Sower and, since 
1948, has been giving awards to the best contributions — i 
in the field of prose and poetry. 


Lowell Award and spent the following year in Italy 
writing. Upon his return to the United States, his book — = 
of poetry The Green Town was published. of 
tarde ward (in iPaith’ thas beda chosent torithe mt eee e 
of 1958’s Homecoming. Indications are that this will % 
be a Homecoming to be long remembered. ‘ 


Peter Mathiasen in Brazil. 


| he Pacific District L.L. Convention Ship and helping with the missionary Be : 


Ren. By Rita Kanne Re-elected to serve as District President Ww 
bas Melius Bollesen, Norwalk. Mr. Craig Nielsen. 
cisco, was also re-elected and will serve pet 
£3 Siecced eat Gaines to those who attended the as District Treasurer. 
ur peel convention of the Pacific District Luther 


At the closing worship searite Sunday 
Pastor Bollesen gave a dynamic and stimulat ‘ing 3 
on “United by His Spirit”— 
in Christ by His Spirit. May this Spirit 
fill our lives daily throughout our earthly 


tiful new Fiat a warm friendly atmosphere and 
of good fun and Christian fellowship all combined 


ats ‘Get Acquainted” Be tees with fun fc every- YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BO. 
z Early Reidae morning many enthusiastic ts ee ae ANNOUNCING NEW P OLI 


sled eit and forcefully. 

: League workshop, swimming, and a picnic in the 
3 olendor of Fullerton Park, climaxed with a singspira- 
et on and dynamic message by Pastor William J. Hanson, 
Public Relations Director of the California Lutheran 
_ Educational Foundation, made Friday a very active day, 


2. We wens to replace mailing carts . 
ally. 


3. All other Raiher League offices mal 
rental charge. ; 


full of fun and ators Christian fellowship. 

] __, Saturday afternoon (Aug. 30) saw everyone eagerly 
boarding buses for Walt Disney’s magic kingdom, Dis- 
‘ ba eyland. Crowning this day was a banquet, followed 
by y “Talent Time” and then a power-packed message by 
a Pastor Paul Johnsen, Missionary to Japan, 

_ Among the important decisions made at the various 
_ business sessions were: (1) Encouragement for adop- 
* ion of the YES program by local leagues (2) Strong 
upport of the forcoming get-acquainted rallies with 
nerging leagues in our area, Thanksgiving weekend, 
d (3) Adoption on our iadiget of a $100 Dana Schol- 


gh seaa el storm struck a ship loaded 
hundred tons of coal and gunpowder. It was 
of storm that sometimes srumpie pS like 


: ee McDougall, held hands and said “We 
’s hand.” They were bound for Borneo, one 
Idest, most savage regions in the world. 

g the six months trip there were other storms, 
ys the danger of being attacked by pirates or 
1g hidden rocky reefs, but the McDougalls knew 
d to become used to danger. 

ere well liked by other passengers on the ship, 
r the six months journey when they went ashore 
ak, someone said, “One more cheer for the 
lls!” It was freely given. 

er on the sea, however, was indeed tame com- 
the experiences the young missionaries were 
ence in Borneo. A saying, “Like a wild man 
rneo,”’ had become popular. This did describe 
the fierce people there. _ 

Borneo hunted people like hunters in America 
ag quails or rabbits. This was a common prac- 
cial and religious custom. Natives didn’t think 
ong. In fact, a man who could capture a large 
f heads from another tribe became very pop- 
his own clan. 

had to come up with at least one head before 
become a chief. One was required before a 
be called a man, and a suitor had to capture 
me head before he could ever hope to win a 


ately natives did not put a price upon mis- 
heads. They were considered harmless as 
1ey did not assist an enemy tribe in any way. 
McDougalls went to work in a very fertile and 
Id. 

cis was a medical doctor, with a degree from 


fever, rheumatism, and _ internal 


e’s minds, bodies, and souls. 

Iped construct the buildings. They learned 
-barrows for the first time, and discovered 
ld carry about three times as much material 
they could by using only their heads. 
reached to native women and taught chil- 
chool. Francis preached to all who would 
s, who otherwise would have grown up 
ers, learned the Lord’s Prayer and One 


ATH THE Rio. MEN FROM BORNEO 


By LeRoy C. Brown 


SE ee ae Se a be ORE Tee SP, ee ee 
a Sars Leas ae < : <a : 


The church became influential and grew. Many na- 
tives were converted and baptized. But a violent ele- 
ment was apt to strike at any time in the form of a war- 
like neighboring tribe. 

The ruling Rajah, in Sarawak, favored - Christianity, 
but his position was always open to challenge and at- 
tack. Once his forces defended him against a fierce 
band of Sea Dyaks. Many men on both sides wer 
killed, others were seriously injured. Dr. McDougal 
was constantly busy treating the wounded on bo 
sides. 

After a fierce struggle the Rajah retained his thron 
But later another powerful force composed of Chines 
pirates were determined to capture Borneo and. dethron 
the Rajah. 

Rumors of this planned attack which reached th 
Rajah’s guards were completely disregarded. Eve 
when they were warned one night that the pirate shi 
were coming up the river they refused to awaken th 
Rajah. Only by chance did he escape through a sid 
door at almost the last moment. 

The pirates burned the three government hous 
and took complete control. 

They considered the missionaries harmless as lon: 
as they did nothing to help the Rajah regain his thron 

Of course the Rajah and his forces reorganized f 
another battle. And somehow the pirates thought th 
missionaries had given the Rajah some secret inform 
tion. So the pirates attacked the mission. But the mis 
sionaries escaped in a boat. 

Pirates were in close pursuit. Some of their a 
barely missed. One shot especially was so near that 
Francis missed death only by a fraction of an inch, 

Fortunately for the Christian cause the Rajah did re- 
gain command of the government. But there were ev 
stronger enemies than the pirates. 

An epidemic of cholera, for instance, struck with | 
fierce intensity in 1858. Some of the natives did not want 
the doctor to treat them. They preferred trying to e 
tice the cholera demon out to sea with pork and do 
flesh. In addition to the danger of diseases, occasion- 
ally local natives went on wild shooting sprees, terro: 
izing the peaceful people. ‘ 

For ten more years the McDougalls continued min- — 
istering to the people of Borneo. aa 

For a total of twenty years they had labored under 4 
the most hazardous and trying conditions. Finally, be- — 
cause of a heart ailment and a general weakened phy- 
sical condition, the missionary was forced to return oe + 
England with his wife. a 

There he was made Bishop of the Isle of Wight. And 
for about twenty more years the husband and wife 
worked earnestly together to advance Christianity. q 

Their services ended at about the same time. Pneu- — 
monia caused her death on May 7, 1886. He died six — 


months later. 


ary 
‘ae pe 


A PRAYER 


4 Not for more, or longer days, dear 
i Lord, 
My prayer shall be. 
- But rather teach me how to use the 
4 days 
_ Now given me. 


Sy ask not more of pleasure or of joy 
For this brief while. 
Rather let me, for the joys I have, 
Be glad and smile. 
5 hea shall I ask that life should give 
to me 

P Another friend. 
- Just to keep me true to those I have, 
dear Lord, 
Be. Until the end. 


DESIGN IN DISASTER 
By Christine Hasdorff 


cin Muir, the great naturalist, in 
ting about the changes brought 
about during an earthquake in the 
Bere smite valley, declared that noth- 
g there was haphazardly deposited. 
verything that happened even there 
was done with a design in the mind 
of the Creator of these changing land- 
scapes. 


Yes, we can comprehend that there 
such power and that it is very 
t. But we cannot know or begin 
athom how it is possible to achieve 
such wonders. We who have lived 
¢ lose to God, and have seen or known 
some of His works or accomplish- 
“ments, know only that it is true. I 
it ave seen His hand even in the fire, 
— for ‘had the firemen delayed their 
_ coming just five minutes, everything 
no doubt would have been destroyed. 
But not one thing was even harmed. 


r That, I somehow knew, God had 
_ decreed should not be. Thousands 
have found this to be true even in 
the most terrible of all disasters— 
war. Many have found it so in the 
wind or the storm. John Muir says, 
a But on the whole, by what at first 

‘sight seemed pure confusion and ruin, 
; the landscapes are enriched. 


a “Storms of every sort, torrents, 
earthquakes, cataclysms, or convul- 
: s of nature, however, mysterious 
and lawless at first sight they may 
seem, are only harmonious notes in 
the song of creation; varied expres- 
sions of God’s love.” Though he 
Be ealized that few were able to see, 
or even believe it in his day, he 
_ wrote, “Nevertheless the world moves 
onward, and it is coming yet that 
the beauty of the storms will be as 
_ visible as that of the calms.” 


—Baptist Standard 


Sele eee - 
SF gy, See ee 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


BY THE FIRESIDE 


STORMY WIND 
Psalm 148:8 


Stormy wind, fulfilling his word, 
Stormy wind, fulfilling his word 
By burden and grief and pain. 
By cloud and thunder and rain; 


Fulfilling his word, ah! joyous truth, 

With flower and fruit and grain: 

Fulfilling his word in this heart of 
mine, 

With his peace that shall not wane. 


—Annie S. Wallis 
CONCERNING STORMS 


It has been my lot, living in the 
wilderness as I do, to be out in 
storms a great many times. I never 
knew one that did not do me good. 

For a storm, whether it be physi- 
cal or spiritual, is always a chal- 
lenge, and there is something in the 
heart that rises up to meet it. 

No other kind of occasion calls it 
forth. Storms rend and mar, but they 
strengthen and they build, and they 
may bring forth serene and change- 
less beauty. 

—Archibald Rutledge 


THE CHURCH 


We have heard a story that deserves 
to be passed along. It is about the 
people of a devastated village in 
Europe. Slowly through the long post- 
war years, the people have been re- 
building. And in the work of re- — 


‘building they have felt themselves 


greatly united by the suffering and 
the need which engulfed them. 

In clearing away the rubble to re- 
build the village church, they came 
upon a statue of Christ which had 
been partially destroyed. Later, when 
the new church was built, they lifted 
the statue up into place—scarred, 
broken, and without arms. 

Under it they inscribed the words, 
“We are thine arms.” 


A HINDERING WALL 


I long to prosper him in all his ways, 
To give him quiet nights and peace- 
. ful days; — ' 

But if I do, he’ll lose himself from Me, 

My outstretched hand he will not 
wait to see. 

Pll place a hindering wall before his 
feet, 

There he will wait and there we two 
will meet. 

I do it not in wrath for broken laws 

Or willful disobedience, but because 


I want him nearer, and I cannot wait 


For him to come, for he might wander 
late; 


My child will wonder, will not uw 
stand, 
Still half in doubt, he’ll clasp 
stretched hand; 
But when at last upon My hes 
leans 
He will have ceased to wonder 
it means. C 


—The Sunday School Tir 
tg 


A SECRET SHRINE — 


There is a_ secret shrine in 


heart 

Where all the ‘dreams we gd 
through the years Sa 

Find growth and refuge in % a 
apart, 

Nurtured by hope and - wateree 
our tears. ; 


There, all the young and very tes 
shoots 
Of faith and loveliness and 
Put down their firm and 
roots ; 
That will outlast unholiness ar 


Away from all the fever a 
Of our disorganized and fooli 
We can find sanctuary and : 
Our lesser selves in thoughts o of 
and praise. 
—Alice M. 

THE LORD’S LIGHT 

The moon reflects the sun’s sure £ 
And thus becomes its lam ] 
If You will shine through | 


8 iC, 
Lord, — 


Then I can always ae Your 1 
Thelma Al Ci 


The leading soloist in th 
cantata was unable to get 
sitter. So she had to drag 
luctant young son to every 
session. Finally, complet 
with the reiterated musical 
sion, he rebelled and ins 
maining at home. 

“But, darling,” the youn 
‘remonstrated, “you should x 
enjoy church music. Why, the 
gels sing around coe 
day long!” : 

“Well,” said the unrege 
offspring, “T just don’t see 
can stand it.” | 3 


“Are you in pain, my 
asked the kind old 

“No,” answered the bo: 
in me.” te 


Mary: Aren’t ne “ 
lodiously beautiful? | ~ Suc 
So inspiring! . - 
Larry: You’ll have to_ 
er. Those bells Bp 
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_ BRAZIL MISSIONARIES COMMISSIONED 
By Inger Olsen 


‘Sunday, August 31, 1958, a Commissioning Service 
d for Pastor and Mrs. Peter Mathiasen, called to 
issionaries to Brazil. The Commissioning Service took 
e during the Atlantic District Convention of the U.E.L.C. 
Ansgar Lutheran Church in Toronto, Canada. 


tor Clarence A. Paulsen, Pastor of St. Ansgar Lu- 
an Church, Toronto, and also a member of the Board 
‘O eign Missions, delivered the Commissioning Sermon, 
Dr. William Larsen, President of the Synod, was the 
ciant. The sermon was entitled “Your Great Commis- 
» and was based on the passage found in Acts 26: 17- 
At the close of the service Pastor Mathiasen replied 
these words. oa have two thoughts which I wish to 
We are 
to fe Be ieiined by the UEL. C. as aur mission- 
to Brazil, and we wish to thank you for this oppor- 
y to serve Our Lord. And secondly, REMEMBER! I 
like to lay it upon your hearts to remember that 
are your missionaries. Remember that every Christian 
missionary. Therefore, when we go to Brazil, you 
go there with us. Together we will work to do our 


Peeenbers of St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in Toronto 
specially thankful for these missionaries to Brazil. 
pee is a son from their congregation, and 


field in Brazil is the newest field of the U.E.L.C., 
been adopted as recently as the 1958 Convention 
The work is being entered into cooperatively with 
( which initiated it. Pastor and Mrs. Mathiasen 
September 4 for the city of Campinas, Brazil 
y will join six missionary pices of the E.L.C. 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen 
Viborg, South Dakota 


to study the Portuguese language for a year. From there 
they will go out to the people of Brazil to be our repre- 
sentatives as they bring the message of the love of God ay 
in Jesus Christ to people who have until now been living 
in darkness and superstition Pray for this work and for 
these missionaries that their labours may be blessed with 
fruit to the glory of God. 


BEACHHEAD ON THE MAGDALENA 
By A. C. Morck 


Four hours by jeep station wagon on a serpentine high- 
way descending from Bogota, elevation of 8,600 feet and 
57°F temperature, to 640 feet above sea level and 84°F 
temperature, will take you to one of the most recently 
established outposts of our Colombia field—La Dorada, on ® ss 
the Magdalena River. ’ 


The Magdalena, Colombia’s Mississippi, was ‘navigated 3a 
in prehistoric times by the indigenous tribes and later by | 
the Spanish “conquistadores.” It was sighted on April 1, 
1501, by Rodrigo Galban de Bastidas and named after Mary — 
Magdalene, whose conversion was celebrated on that date. — 
In 1529 (while Luther was writing his Catechisms), Jero- — 
nimo de Melo explored the lower Magdalena. Then Gon- — 
zalo Jimenez de Quesada sailed upstream as far as Bar- | 
rancabermeja, now an important oil center. In 1537 he © 
explored the upper Magdalena and in 1538 founded Bogota, — 
then called by the Spaniards “Santa Fe,’”’ on the site known — 
to the Chibchas as “Teusaquillo.” : 

The Magdalena is Colombia’s main waterway, even — 
though the silt deposited by its waters constitutes a major 
problem to navigation. With the help of dredges it is now — 
kept open most of the year to sternwheelers slowly chug-— 
ging their way, pushing heavy freight barges upstream from — 
the coast as far as La Dorada, about 500 miles. The Mag- — 
dalena Railroad, under construction parallel to the river, — 
will greatly facilitate shipping between Bogota and the — 
seaport of Barranquilla. 

The new highway connecting Medellin and Bogota spans) 
the river at La Dorada and will, when completed, put — 
this river port only two or three hours by car from “thes 
capital. 

Across the river lies the town of Puerto Salgar and the ; 
Palanquero Air Base, the eagle’s nest of Colombia’s jet 
bombers. There is also a civilian airport which serves La — 
Dorada and Puerto Salgar. A fleet of quaint motor launches : 
shuttles between the two towns. Fare is about four cents, — 
U. S. Will they go out of business when the bridge is com- — 
pleted? ; 

Founded in 1900, La Dorada is a young city, compared 
to the majority of Colombian municipalities. Population — 
was given as 20,000 in 1951. Present estimates vary between 
30,000 and 40,000. Surrounding the city is an important — 
cattle country, and up the river are extensive flat-lands 
yielding many agricultural products. Among these are 
corn, bananas, yuca (cassava), sesame, soya, rice and cacao. 
La Dorada is also a distribution center for the oil industry. — 

Since early in 1957, Lutheran pastors have made trips to 
La Dorada upon invitation by a small group of Protestant — i 
believers in that city seeking affiliation with the Lutheran ~ 
Church...In January of 1958, Pastor Julio C. Orozco, to- 
gether with his family, took up residence there. They 
are happy in La Dorada and find the work a challenge. 
Politically and religiously it is a liberal (not to say indif-— 
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Blair, Nebraska, September 20, 1958. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
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it) city where the Roman clergy are more concerned 
making friends with the Protestants and their own 


30 paper, Accion Civica. 
Since the present rented meeting place is small, inade- 


area, 


, 


the number of refugees crossing the 
border has been increased despite the 


efforts by the Soviets to curtail the 
flow. 


He estimated that approximately 
one-third of the demarcation line of 
800 miles between the two Zones is 
now secured by wire fences on the 
Soviet side of the line and that there 
are about 400 observation posts and 
hundreds of armed concrete dug-outs. _ 

He said the number of other ob-_ 
stacles, such as pitfalls, ramparts, wire- 
traps, alarm devices and tree-barriers 
cannot be ascertained. + 

Ries, who is director of material 
relief and refugees resettlement in 
West Germany for Lutheran World 


GERMANY THIS YEAR 


1ew flood of refugees into West 
ny during 1958, despite stepped- 
strictive measures by the East 
- Communist regime, was pre- 
at New York by a top Lutheran 
gee aid official. 

[The Rev. Eugene D. Ries forecast in 
interview that figures for the year 
| total close to 400,000 immigrants 
compared to 381,000 in 1957 and 


ing the past few months, Ries 
the Iron Curtain dividing Ger- 


ric 


A> 


school, and chapel with comparatively little impra 
and remodelling. The large room to be used — 
was constructed originally as a dance hall 
used as part of a hostel. 
There are three other Protestant gr 
of them, including the group that invited us, ar 
from the church of the World Evangelization 
sion. Protestantism here has presented a 
picture. It is our earnest prayer that we may 
God to give more stability and depth thro 
Christ-centered message and more orderly man 
ship, and that a strong and active congrega ic 
built up in La Dorada, reachin ) 


_ said, about forty pe 
pected to reset 
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World Federation, made t 
tion upon his return here - 


and other countries _ 
churches in Germany 
newcomers. Pig Ne 
_ The relief official noted 
400,000 refugees of the elever 
who have crossed DV. 

since the end of © 
still living in West Germa: 
the anticipated 400,000 t¢ 


as fequirea by the law, but 
has yet been taken on them. 


ted that since the end of the 
e German Government and 
churches have carried the 
inancial burden of caring for 
me refugees.- In addition, he 


“eight ae the combined to- 
unt given by all non-German 
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x Bees “despite the fact 


CLERGY OPPOSE © 

S’ USE OF RECORDS 
_ opposition has developed 
t the Lutheran Church of 
‘against a government direc- 
pastors submit their parish 
723 eee by ee 


r to this effect from the 
c Church Affairs, and a 
astors have announced they 


church affairs minister, 
Hermansen, vigorously at- 
government measure in an 


| sus Christ of Latter-day 
neadquarters in Salt Lake 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


to let our parish records be photo- 
graphed for use by a non-Christian 
sect which practices baptism by proxy 
of deceased persons who were proper- 
ly baptized in the Danish Lutheran 
National Church where this baptism 
constitutes one of the foundations of 
our faith.” 


Mormons believe that people who 
died without knowledge of Mormon- 
ism may be made adherents of that 
faith through baptism by proxy. For 
this purpose they gather information 
about deceased relatives of living Mor- 
mons. One of their main sources has 
been the parish registers of the State 
Church, which not only record reli- 


~ gious ceremonies but also contain the 


official civil rolls of births, deaths and 
marriages. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from Page 2) . 


—he is still Secretary of the Board. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gebuhr hope many 


of their friends will be able to cele- 


brate with them at the reception Sun- 
day afternoon. No individual invita- 
tions are being issued but they do 


wish for a large attendance. 


Pastor Robert D. Thoms was _ in- 
stalled as Pastor of St. Thomas Church, 
Trufant, Michigan, August 24th, 1958 
by Reverend Axel Andersen, Webster 
Groves, Missouri, President of the II- 
linois District of the U.E.L.C. 


Whittier Calif. Lets Contract 
Eilert Voge Construction Company 
was the low bidder on the new Sun- 
day School unit planned for St. An- 
drew Lutheran Church. The new 
unit will parallel the present chapel, 
adjoining the present Sunday School 

building on the southeast corner. 


The building will cost approximate- 
ly $20,000 including furnishings. The 
overall size will be 26’x60’. A sizeable 
nursery and a large assembly room 
are included in the structure, which 
will be under construction in the near 
future. Nielsen and Moffatt were the 
architects. 


EERE 


Now Available: The remainder of our 
First Mortgage Bonds on the new 
Bethany Lutheran Church are now to 
be sold. These bonds bear 44%% interest 
annually. Contact Rev. A. Hofgaard, 
115 North Yates Ave., Minden, Nebr., or 


Mr. Pete Nielsen, 518 East 1st. Ave., 


Minden, Nebr., for further information. 


————— 


CHURCH NEWS 
(Continued from page 5) 
the CITIZENS CLAN and BE SAFE 
from SOCIAL WORRIES.” 

Among the 10 freedoms he listed 
as offered “To White Folk Only” 
were: “Freedom to interpret the Con- 
stitution of the United States to your 
own advantage,” “Freedom to wonder 
who is pocketing the five dollars you 
pay to join,” “Freedom to take a- 
profitable part in the South’s fastest- — 
growing business: Bigotry,” and “Free- 
dom to be superior without brain, 
character, or principle.” 


UNITED LUTHERANS STUDY 
MALE DIACONATE me 
The Lutheran Laymen’s Movement 
for Stewardship will study the pos- 
sible use of laymen in a male diac. 
onate, or full-time service, for the ee 
United Lutheran Church in America. 
Appointment of a seven-member 
committee to make the study was an- 
nounced at the semiannual meeting of 
the movement’s executive committee. 
If the male diaconate is formed, 
members would assist pastors in ad- 
ministrative and other nonelerical 
duties. 
The Lutheran Laymen’s Movements 
has raised $10,000,000 in the last four 
years to aid in the construction of 142 
church buildings in the U. S. and 
Canada, Dr. Henry Endress, executive — 
director, announced. So far this year, 
more than $1,000,000 has been raised 
in 18 different fund campaigns, he re- 
ported. Members in the movement — 
underwrite the total cost of Vhs 3 
church’s stewardship program. 


DANA 


Homecoming 
aX 
< 
Football 
Choir Reunion 
Glee Club Reunion 
and more 


October 24-26, 1958 


GUYER AND HANSEN 

LOANS a 

INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE — 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer Bev. Hansen 


Sd) a * AS a” Re ae eee Sa 


waentenicmmeeseiy oN eee ney, Dero erect | 
SEMINARY LIBRAR 
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 
q COLUMBUS 9 OHIO JAN59 


Sarr okeckectecteeteeteoteoteoteeteeteeteeteeteeteeteeteee 


___thefondeagecdordoeteeteedordoetecterdeeteetecdontoeteodeeteeseoteeteeseefeefectenfoefeofonloesoofoatectesloeteofoaleeseeleetecfeetecserleeteeleeteofoateeteats iecfesfeeseafucteolveteofoateofoafeote 


“THE NEW TESTAMENT 
IN MODERN ENGLISH ; 
ratte by J Bo PHILLIP S 


including in one volume: The Gospels, The Young pst 
Church in Action, Letters to Young Churches, Aig SHE 
The Book of Revelation 


By translating the New Testament into the a 
everyday spoken English of today, J. B. Phil- 
lips has vividly communicated the vigorous 
simplicity of the original documents for mod- 
ern readers. He has avoided a literal, word-for- 
word translation and has concentrated on 
reproducing the ancient books in the popular 
language in which they were written. As one 
reviewer has said: “Mr. Phillips has accom- 
plished what eminent translators regard as 
theoretically unattainable—to arouse in the 
modern reader the same emotion experienced 
by the original writer.” (The Chicago Sunda 
Tribune) $6. 


eeloroodeeforleefoeleeleeeafecfoeteoleete 


Originally translated for the hi 
youth of his 
London blitz, Letters to Young Churches was $s 
all over the English-speaking world that J. B. 


In 1957, the final volume, The Book of Revela 
plete the translation. Now, 


_ LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
200 South Fifth St. 
Blair, Nebraska 


Gentlemen: 


Please send me ...... copies of J. B. Phillips’ THE NEW TES AMEN a 
IN MODERN ENGLISH at $6.00 each. Fs . as paves 


Signed ....... 
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